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The Shofar

   Judaism, more than any other tradition, has always shown great 
attachment to it’s past. Why do we have such tenacity in keeping it 
alive? Because we need to! Let me explain.

   What is a Jew? - Someone who feels every blow that ever 
struck our ancestors. Our ancestors were living men and women, 
not symbols. They knew ups and downs, moments of confusion and 
great joy. We know because they have all been described to us 
and we can see that they were just like us, human beings, people 
not gods. Everything holds together, the legends as well as the 
facts. And so our lives and stories are linked to the memory that 
is the living tradition of our people.

   As we celebrate the joyous holiday of Hanukkah, we light the 
candles on the menorah and we recall our history and survival 
more than 2000 years ago. We retell the story of the Maccabees 
and their victory over the Syrian Greeks. The story continues with 
our temple being restored and the lights rekindled with renewed 
spirit and life, reflecting our strength as a people. 

   Let us celebrate with song, wonderful latkes, and sofganeyot. 
We’ll add chicken soup for the soul! May our children recite the 
blessings over the candles as we bring our community together.

  May God shine his light on us all and may we have peace.


  B’dedut

     Rabbi
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Our magnificent choir is composed of 
congregants who love to sing.  If you 
would enjoy becoming a part of this 
dedicated group, please contact 
Lenore Cohen at 239-549-6035.
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Temple Caring Community
Do you need transportation 
to Temple or a health care 
provider? Please contact 
the office at 772-4555.

Shofar Advertising 
IMPORTANT UPDATE

If you are interested in 
advertising your business or 
professional service in the 
Shofar, please call Robin 

Razowsky 312-816-3700 for 
information about rates.

Board of 
Directors 
2018-2019

Ritual & Study 
Schedule 

Shabbat Services 
Kabbalat Shabbat 

      Fridays  7:30 pm 

  Family Service 
     1st Friday/Month        
              7:30 pm 

Religious School 
Thursdays 

4:30-6:00 pm 

Adult Torah Study 
Saturdays  10:30 am

          TBS Wish List 
The Religious School can 
a l w a y s u s e h e a l t h y , 
nutritious pre-packaged 
snacks that DO NOT 
contain nuts or dairy.

School Supplies 
The Social Action Committee 
collects school supplies for 
children in Title 1 schools.  
Please bring cash/checks or 
contributions to the Social 
Hall. 

Judaica Store
Please visit our affiliate Judaica store which 
is Traditions Judaica Gifts, Inc.  It is located 
in Pompano Beach, FL and has wonderful 
and reasonably priced items available.  
Temple Beth Shalom receives 10% back 
from every purchase which goes through our 
link. 
Please visit their website at: 
http://www.traditionsjewishgifts.com/cgi-
t r a d i t i o n s j e w i s h g i f t s / s b / r e f . c g i ?
storeid=*10eb9258ae0704409f33&name=AF
231-Temple_Beth_Shalom 
You must use this link in order for us to 
get our 10% back.  If you go to their 
website directly, we will not receive the 
10%. 
They are currently offering a special 
coupon to all Temple Beth Shalom 
members. Enter your special COUPON 
CODE: AF231, and you will receive $5.00 
off your orders, with no minimum order 
required. 

Area Food Banks 
Cape Coral Caring Center, Suncoast  Food 
Pantry and other local food banks in need 
have been getting gifts of  canned goods 
and non-perishable items thanks to 
generous support of  our TBS members 
and friends.  The need is great, so please 
keep the donations coming.

The Shofar
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Temple Beth Shalom’s 
Ongoing Activities 

Continue...
Mah Jongg Players 

Wednesdays 
11:00 AM-3:30 PM. 

Contact Audrey Sands at 
 239- 543- 4288

FROM YOUR PRESIDENT 
by 

HARVEY WOLFSON
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Send Along Some Sunshine 

    
   A happy occasion like a birthday or 
anniversary is a perfect reason to “Send Along 
Some Sunshine”. 
    A personalized card sent to family and 
friends can also remind them that they are not 
alone while getting back on the road to good 
health, or recovering from the loss of a loved 
one.  Your friends and family will feel the 
warmth of your well wishes and those of our 
temple. 
    The cost for a “Send Along Some Sunshine” 
card, including postage is $5.00.  Payment 
can be sent to or dropped off at the Temple. 
C o n t a c t J i l l L a w t h e r b y p h o n e a t 
248-943-7104 or send an email to: 
jillmaser@aol.com with your request. 

Volunteer of the Month 
Presented to 

        
Marc Nudel 

For	the	month	of	October2018	

Connecting 
Please alert Jill Lawther 
248-943-7104 of a Temple member’s 
illness, accident or problem.  A card 
will be sent from the Temple.

     Chanukah, that time of year when we light the candles and 
remember the story of the Maccabees, is here. I have such 
special memories of Chanukahs when my children were home 
and we had large family Chanukah parties with aunts, uncles, 
nieces, nephews, friends and other mishpucha.  Our family is 
now scattered all over the country from Boca Raton, Florida to 
Tappahannock, Virginia and from Long Island, New York to 
Honolulu, Hawaii.  It is times like this that I especially cherish 
my Temple family.   
     Thanks to all who are working hard to provide us all with a 
traditional celebration of the holiday.  The end of the year is 
fast approaching, and the Temple is bursting with activities 
such as Sisterhood’s Annual Chanukah Dinner and Gift 
Exchange, the Chanukah party, and on January 19th, the 
Honoree Banquet, to name just a few. Our Brotherhood and 
Sisterhood are preparing a delicious Chanukah meal of potato 
latkes and matzo ball soup.  Our service, candle lighting, and 
joyous songs will be led by our beloved Rabbi. It would be 
wonderful to have an outstanding turnout for this service, and 
I encourage all of you to make an effort to be there.         
Additionally, in the spirit of Chanukah we are asking for 
contributions of canned goods, toys, and cash donations to be 
distributed to those in need. We are a giving congregation and 
our impact is felt in a dramatic way in areas that have great 
need such as the Jewish Federation and Cape Coral food 
banks. Thank you to Congregation Temple Beth Shalom for 
your Tzedakah!  
A Happy and Healthy Chanukah to my temple family! 
Harvey 

SAVE THE DATE! 
TBS 

HONOREE BANQUET 
Saturday evening
January 19, 2019

mailto:shekel@comcast.net
mailto:shekel@comcast.net
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Temple Beth Shalom
Sisterhood Oneg
Sponsor Form

The sisterhood of Temple Beth Shalom will 
be honored to cater your Oneg.  The cost 
will depend on what you want to serve.  Temple Beth Shalom

Sisterhood Oneg Sponsor Form

The Sisterhood of Temple Beth Shalom will be honored to 
cater your Oneg. The cost will depend on what you want 
to serve.  Apart from the cost, a donation to the
sisterhood is appreciated.

STANARD ONEG 
Coffee, Tea, Soda, Fruit and Assorted Sweets  
$100.00 
   Add Ons 
Cheese Platter     $25.00 

Birthday/ Anniversary cake to be 
determined by your order. 
       TBD 
Regular bagels and cream cheese    
       $25.00 
Chocolate Challah per availability 
from our own baker                
       $10.00  
Bagels, Lox, Cream Cheese (per 30 people)   
       $75.00 

White Fish spread or herring (per 25 people) $25.00 

Vegetables and dip                                                    
       $20.00  
Hummus & Pita Chips            
       $15.00 
Vegetables  and dip                          
       $20.00 

As always, you are welcome to bring any 
desserts to an Oneg without sponsoring it. 

NAME: 

_______________________________ 

PHONE NUMBER: 

_______________________________ 

DATE OF ONEG: 

_______________________________ 

SPONSORSHIP OCCASION 

______________________________ 

 Please contact: 
 Fern Deutch at (239) 257-4703 
 or (ferntbs@gmail.com) for date          
availability and menu. 

702 SE 24th Ave. 
Cape Coral, Florida 33990 

239*772-4555  
www.templebethshalomcc.org

      The Shofar
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SISTERHOOD 
Co-Presidents 

Fern Deutch & 
   Ellen Zinner

Brown Bag Lunch with the Rabbi 
    Rabbi Buchen’s Brown Bag Adult Education class 
has moved to every other Wednesday in 2018 from 
11am-12:30 p.m. Pack your lunch and join us! Many 
interesting current event topics are discussed. 
  Anyone interested please contact the office at 
2 3 9 - 7 7 2 - 4 5 5 5 o r e m a i l R a b b i a t               
rabbibuchen@gmail.com

Past Volunteers 
of the Month 

Nate Blyveis                        October 2017
Oneg Ladies                               November 2017
Georgette Bothner                    December 2017
Georgette Bother  January 2018
Leslie Vollmer                               February 2018 
Judi Roth        March 2018 
Ruthie Belkin                     April 2018 
Sharon Rosenberg                    May 2018 
The Gatlin Committee         June 2018 
Nancy Swanson       August 2018
Rheta Kanen                                September 2018
Marc Nudel               October  2018

    Sisterhood had a great time at it’s 
Chanukah Chinese dinner-gift auction on 
Monday, December 3 at Chen's. We 
celebrated one of our most popular events 
with good food, good friends and good gifts. 
Leslie Vollmer chaired our Jewelry, Purse 
and Dessert party. It was a huge success 
with over 100 donated items, raising around 
$700. Temple Beth El will reprise this event in 
January. Latkes from Brotherhood and soup 
from Sisterhood will be enjoyed at our annual 
Chanukah latke Shabbat on December 7.  
     Looking ahead to Bingo (bring your 
friends) on Saturday, February 2 and the 
popular singing duo of Gatlin on March 9. 
Wishing you and yours a Happy Chanukah 
and Healthy and Happy New Year.   
Fern

A Fond Farewell 

      Arnie and Barb Schwartz have lived in Cape Coral since 2002.  After 
a brief membership at another synagogue, they joined TBS about a year 
and a half after settling in.  It’s hard to imagine our congregation without 
them. 
    About a year after the Schwartz’s joined, Hotsy Muney appointed 
Arnie the chair of the Honoree Banquet committee, a job he held until 
just a few years ago.  The same night, Marc Nudel recruited Arnie for a 
position on the Board of Directors.  The rest, as they say, is history.  
Arnie served as a Vice President, then served as our President for 4 
years, two of them with Marc Nudel as his co-President (payback is a 
you-know-what!).  Barb became a Bat Mitzvah with the adult class and 
she is well known for her Torah dressing skills.   
   The sale of Chez Schwartz closes on December 17.  They will be 
renting an apartment in Orange City while their new home is being built 
in Deland.  They’re moving for the only acceptable reason: to be closer 
to family.  They have a daughter in Daytona, grandchildren in Sandford 
and Orlando and a son in Raleigh, NC, which will now be a drive doable 
in one day instead of two.  Arnie and Barb will be “Temple shopping” but 
Arnie assures me he will limit his involvement to being “just a 
congregant”.    
   Arnie and Barb have meant far more to our congregation than just a 
compilation of titles.  They are a part of the glue that holds us together.  
They are constantly helping when asked and even when not asked.  
They set up chairs, work elections, unlock the door, put out flowers, 
conduct services, etc., etc.  Barb deserves a major shout-out for her 
endless understanding of our Temple’s needs and Arnie’s willingness to 
take care of everything and more.  Who else could smile while her 
husband spent summers at sleep-over camp?     
   It’s time for us to bid Arnie and Barb l’hitraot.  So long, dear friends, 
we’ll see you down the road.  We wish you all the joy your new 
surroundings and your family will bring.  Come back and see us any 
time. 
Nancy Swanson 

The National Menorah!

mailto:rabbibuchen@gmail.com
mailto:rabbibuchen@gmail.com


RELIGIOUS PRACTICES 
by 

Arnie Schwartz 
 Larry Epstein

Temple Library 
The books in our temple library are sorted and organized. 
We have a wonderful assortment of Jewish books and 
general interest large-print books as a service to our 
congregants. Please stop by to see our library. 

 We accept Jewish-related books in good condition as well as 
large print books. If you have books 
you’d like to donate, please put them 
in the donation box in the library. 
Jewish children’s books, Jewish cook 
books and Jewish novels are especially 
desirable. 
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Membership 
by 

Peri Pantazes 

Come one Come all to see our own Membership 
Chairmen Sunday December 16th  

Lake Kennedy Center.  
400 Santa BarbaraBlvd. Cape Coral, Fl. 

Tickets are $10.00 
Doors open at 1:30  Showtime 2:00pm. 

See Peri for tickets

My	Last	Shofar	Ar.cle	
   I have nothing but the highest praise for everyone who 
works on the Religious Practices Committee, Larry, 
Georgette, Marc E, Merle, Rocky, Ruthie, and Sharon.  
They set up and prepare for each service and assist with 
the Holidays as well.  And I also have to express our 
gratitude to Jerry, Bob and Nate who have worked so 
hard improving our sound system.  I can see how 
delighted the Rabbi is with her new mike. 
     Chanukah is approaching and I know it will be 
delicious with the Brotherhood’s Latkes and inspiring as 
all the chanukiahs are lit together.  That will be a sight I 
will truly miss. I hope someone will send me a picture of 
the candles being lit and maybe mail me a latke or two.  
     Our congregation has so much to offer and the 
Religious Practices Committee is, and has always been 
in my opinion, one of the most important committees.  
That is why I was the chairperson before I became vice-
president and have been co-chairing the committee with 
Larry Epstein since my term as president has ended.  It’s 
a big job, a rewarding job, and if you wanted to be part of 
the Temple activities this would be the committee to join.  
Larry has asked me to mention that he could use the help 
and would welcome all volunteers who want to participate 
in preparing for the Shabbat Services and all our other 
religious holidays.  Just give Larry a call and get started. 
   I would also like to let everyone know that it’s been an 
honor to serve you all and be part of this wonderful, 
loving and caring congregational family.  Barb and I will 
miss you all very, very much. 
Arnie Schwartz 

Fundraising 
by 

Denise Simenauer

     A great BIG THANK YOU to Carin and Lee Hanan 
for donating 100 bracelets of the Ten Commandments 
to TBS.  The bracelets are on sale for $5.  They make 
nice keepsakes and great inexpensive gifts! See 
Denise or Ruthie for the bracelets. 
   Please set aside Saturday, January 19 for the 
Annual TBS Awards Banquet. It will be held at The 
Edison Restaurant Banquet Center on McGregor 
Blvd. in Fort Myers. I guarantee that it will be a 
wonderful evening with delicious food, wonderful 
music and dancing, tributes to our honorees our silent 
auction and some new surprises! 
Happy Hanukkah to all my TBS family!  Love you all! 
Denise 
     

’Twas ere Hanukkah, and all through the 
house. 

Children were searching for gifts from 
dad and his house. 

Candles were put in the menorah with 
care, 

In hopes that first nights’ would be there. 
Then, children were nestled all snug in 
their beds,While dreams of electronics 

danced in their heads. 
Wait a minute.   

Next, they’ll wanting a Hanukkah bush! 
Just light the candles, sing the songs, and 
enjoy all that we have to be grateful for. 

Wendy & Nate



BROTHERHOOD 
by 

Herb Gallop 

BUILDING AND 
GROUNDS 

Nathan Blyveis
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1. Yea!  We got the social hall floor 
waxed.  And Marc Nudel says all we 
need to do is buff it every couple of 
weeks, or at least once a month.  I 
shall try to give that job to Juan and 
Victoria, our new cleaning servicers.  
2. Larry has taken responsibility to try and keep the 
plants watered while I am in the far east.  If he needs 
help—for goodness sake, give him help. 
3. The outside storage room is getting a little neater, 
as I toss out obsolete, broken, and useless things.  
Giving away the two freezers freed up a lot of 
space.  
4. There are still patches needed in places on our 
driveway and parking lot, and I still have materials to 
do the work; now it’s just a matter of better weather 
some brotherhood help. 
5. We had donated to us ½’ thick plexiglass that 
needs to be cut to make security barriers for the side 
lites in the classroom and library.  If someone has a 
good circular saw and a set of saw horses, please let 
me know.  I can’t do this job alone, but backing up 
those side lites is a security must. 
6. We have “spare” tiles that could be used to 
replace the gouged and ruined ones in the social 
hall.  If anyone knows how to remove the tiles and 
put down the new ones, please let me know.  The 
same goes for the library, where we could tile the un-
carpeted part.  I already have the tiles for that laid 
out. I think we also have spare tiles for the foyer in 
the lobby.  
7. If you need me while I am in Hong Kong, Viet 
Nam, Thailand, or Singapore, please put a note in a 
bottle and float it across the Pacific. 

Bye for now! 

     I looked up the meaning of “ Brotherhood” to see if 
our beloved Brotherhood Organization is fulfilling the 
duties of what we are supposed to be. We are supposed 
to be an association of men with a common interest and 
having a relationship between brothers.  We now have 

32 members that is an increase of 30% from when we 
started this year. We are meeting once a month with new 
ideas and enjoying a fellowship among our temple 
brothers. We are looking for ways to serve the temple.  So 
I would say we are definitely on target to be the best 
brotherhood we can be!  If you haven’t joined us yet, 
you’re really missing out on enjoying others and feeling 
the gratification of helping the temple. 
     Here’s our progress report so far: 
• We scheduled Dr. Sal to speak to the membership on 

“Living to Age 100 with Vitality” 
• We have arranged Bowling Teams furor members. 
• We have organized the Hanukkah arty and are 

preparing the Latkes. 
• We are looking into holding a Health Fair as a fund 

raiser for the temple. 
• We are planning a picnic for all our temple members. 
• We are planning a Miniature Golf outing as a fundraiser. 
• We are having a Brotherhood Shabbat Service with a 

tentative date of  2/15/19. 
     With all these activities and fun we’re planning, we 
need all the help we can get.  If you’re not a member of 
the Brotherhood, please call me at  
(314) - 397-0551 or e-mail me at hgallop@sbcglobal.net 

Fraternally yours, 
Herb Gallop, President 

     It was just Thanksgiving and there’s still leftover turkey 
in the fridge. How can it be Chanukah already?  Times 
flies when you’re having fun and the older we get, the 
quicker it flies. 
   Except for the extreme heat and humidity, it’s been an 
uneventful year weather-wise. Thankfully we had no 
hurricanes.  Unfortunately, we still have safety issues at 

the Temple that need to be resolved but rest assured they are being addressed.  Our congregation’s well 
being is our #1 priority. 
   The Future Direction Committee is making tremendous strides in reorganizing our Temple’s overall 
functioning.  We will be calling a congregational meeting shortly after the new year to update you on our 
progress and get your feedback. 
   In closing, I’d like to wish you all a joyous Chanukah and a happy, healthy New Year. 

Georgette

1st Vice-President’s 
Message 

    
Georgette Bother



2nd VICE-PRESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE 

by 
Stuart Berman 
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Can someone please tell me 
where 2018 has gone?  I was 

just getting the hang of writing “18” and in a few 
weeks it will be 2019. 
   The temple has had a very busy and active year.  
From our Honoree Banquet to the latke party we 
have been a busy and active congregation.   Most 
of our activities could not have taken place without 
the dedicated volunteers that make up Temple 
Beth Shalom.    Without their willingness to step up 
to the plate a lot of what took place would not have 
happened. 
   Did you bowl, play golf, attend the Broadway 
Palm, played Bingo, saw Gatlin, took a tour of a 
television station or even partook of a Shabbat 
Dinner?    None of these functions would have 
been possible without someone taking that extra 
step and coordinating the activity.    
   What about maintaining the grounds and the 
building?  The weeding, cutting, planting, pruning 
and sundry other activities that get DONE behind 
the scenes would not get done without the 
volunteers. 
   As 2018 comes to a close I want to thank all the 
volunteers, the unsung heroes of the temple who 
do their thing in front of us and behind us so we 
can enjoy the wonderful oneg’s, fabulous dinners, 
and wonderful services.   
   I purposely did not include anyone’s name for 
fear of leaving someone out.  May 2019 provide all 
with good health, safe travels and a fruitful year. 
   I would be remiss if I don’t thank all those 
involved in providing the wonderful latkies and 
chicken soup that we enjoyed during our 
Chanukah party.   

The school year is in full swing.  
Our High Holiday children's 
service were led by Jonah 
DiLeonardo, Ian DiLeonardo, 

Edison Greenbaum and Greg 
Urban.  Sam Brucker did a wonderful job blowing the 
Shofar. 
   Congratulations to Greg, Ian and Edison on 
becoming Bar Mitzvah.  All three young men did 
themselves and Temple Beth Shalom proud. 
     The children will be celebrating Chanukah in the 
classroom on December 6, 2018.  Jelly donuts and gift 
bags will be distributed to the students. 
       On January 17, 2019, the class will participate in 
their annual Tu B'Shevat Seder led by Morah Aliza. 
I would like to wish everyone a Chag Sameach.! Have 
a great Chanukah. 

Religious Practices 
by 

Marcia Strumwater

A Happy, Healthy 
Hanukkah to all of 

Temple Beth 
Shalom Friends.

Emily & Ted 
Elkins

SISTERHOOD PURSE PARTY PICS
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Is This Really Kosher? 
    
      The Aaron Rubashkin family and their kosher slaughter house and meat packaging company, Agriprocessors, Inc. (AGRI) brought a whole new connotation to the 
Judaic concept of Glatt Kosher. 
      The saga began in 1987 when AR, a Russian born Hasidic butcher from Brooklyn, first pioneered mass production in the kosher meat business by purchasing an 
abandoned slaughterhouse in Postville, Iowa. After promising 350 jobs in an economic challenged northeastern Iowa environment and receiving tax abatement and 
other incentives from local and state agencies, Mr. R and his 2 sons, Sholom,  and Heshy, as well as their families, (Chabad-Lubavitch)  moved westward, seeking 
fame and fortune in Postville. 
      Through the watchful oversight of patriarch AR, and the hands-on day-to-day management provided by his 2 sons, AGRI processors flourished and with its 
historical based old-world boutique craft meat production giving way to modern line assembly industrial methods, the company experienced phenomenal growth and 
exponentially expanded within just a matter of a few years after acquisition. By 2005, AGRI was processing  beef, chicken, turkey, duck & lamb and employed almost 
900 workers at its Postville operation. Annual Sales rose from 80 million in 1997 to an estimate of $300 million at its peak in 2009. Its glat kosher products were sold in 
both small local  butcher shops and delicatessens to large national chain grocery stores. By 2005, the company became the largest glat kosher meat producer in the 
United States and earned the distinction of being the only production facility authorized by Israel’s Orthodox Rabbinate to export beef to Israel. The company continued 
to expand and opened other kosher  processing plants in Nebraska for bison and lamb along with modern, state-of-the-art distribution facilities in Brooklyn and in 
Miami. In early 2007, AGRI  acquired and operated slaughter facilities in South America. 
     The R family brought more than just economic development and prosperity to the small town of Postville, Iowa. The company attracted an influx of Orthodox Jews 
from many different nationalities to an area of northeastern Iowa that previously had a minimal Jewish population. In the early 2000’s. The company decided to provide 
housing &, educational facilities for the workers and their families and took on the perception of being a ”company town” arguably, in an effort to avoid unionization 
amongst the labor force.  
     Despite outward appearances of  prosperity as well as creating community goodwill and exhibiting by outward appearances, corporate social & ethical responsibility, 
not all was well within the  internal workings of AGRI. Chief among many complaints brewing in the late 90s and into the early and mid-2000’s were allegations of 
animal abuse, food safety violations, environmental h each one of these allegations and the investigations that were spawned by them came about an expected 
response and reaction from the Jewish community within the US and internationally. Each one of these controversies raised new questions of Jewish ethics and 
business practices, and ultimately a new consciousness amongst the Jewry that transcended the idea of Jewish eating beyond just honoring the time-honored 
traditions and fulfilling the technical requirements of Kashrut. Non-Orthodox rabbis and Jewish authorities generally sided with the complaining parties asserting such 
allegations, while for the most part, the Orthodox Union and other kosher certification authorities aligned themselves with the company. Thus, a philosophical split within 
the Jewish community developed over time.  
    Along with each one of these allegations and the investigations that were spawned by them came about an expected response and reaction from the Jewish 
community within the US and internationally. Each one of these controversies raised new questions of Jewish ethics and business practices, and ultimately a new 
consciousness amongst the Jewry that transcended the idea of Jewish eating beyond just honoring the time-honored traditions and fulfilling the technical requirements 
of Kashrut. Non-Orthodox rabbis and Jewish authorities generally sided with the complaining parties asserting such allegations, while for the most part, the Orthodox 
Union and other kosher certification authorities aligned themselves with the company. Thus, a philosophical split within the Jewish community developed over time.  
     In 2004, animal rights advocates, including PETA, alleged inhumane slaughtering methods which appeared to be violative of the ritual of shechita (“painless death”). 
In 2005, the USDA, after an extensive investigation, found bribery and corruption between AGRI and the USDA inspectors on site and through a consent decree AGRI  
agreed to change its methods and paid a fine. However, the same allegations continued throughout the remainder of the company’s existence until its demise in 2009. 
   The company also experienced chronic problems with labor relations and employee unrest from the late 1990s all the way through the early to mid-2000’s. Company 
management took a very hard line and punitive approach to any attempts by the non—managerial workforce to organize and become a collective bargaining unit of the 
United Food and Commercial Workers Union. The combination of these labor relation problems, both on state and federal levels, culminated In the Iowa Labor 
Commission levying a $9.9 million fine against the company in 2008. 
    In May 2008, the US Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) initiated a raid on the company that as of that time was the largest criminal worksite enforcement  
raid in US history. As a result, 389 workers were arrested with 305 criminal charges being levied with 297 employees ultimately being sentenced in federal court for 
felonious fraud related immigration offenses. While there were allegations that the company, and its Jewish management, were instrumental in obtaining false identities, 
fraudulent and/or stolen SS numbers, no such charges were ever levied, and the allegations were never proven. Of particular note, is the fact that of the 389 workers 
that were arrested and ultimately deported, only 6 of the workers were Jewish; the remainder were Guatemalan and Mexican. With the company reeling from a lack of 
labor, it tried to replace the lost workers with staffing companies, but the staffing companies stopped working for AGRI  because of the abhorrent & dangerous working 
conditions. 
     The ultimate undoing  of the company came about on November 14, 2008, when Sholom  was arrested by federal authorities and charged with bank fraud, mail and 
wire fraud, and money laundering. With the company continuing to experience growth as well as labor controversies, etc. it needed additional operating capital to 
remain viable. Sometime in 2005, he negotiated a $35 million operating line of revolving credit with a bank in St. Louis, Missouri. As the various controversies and legal 
issues arose in 2006, and thereafter, the bank began to get a little nervous about the viability of the company and its ability to repay the loan. The bank regularly 
required the company to submit certain reports and documentation to the bank so that it could closely monitor the company’s ability to repay the indebtedness. SR 
orchestrated and choreographed a scheme whereby he ordered employees to create false invoices to present to the bank, which were designed to give the bank a 
wrongful perception that the company was generating more revenue than it actually was to keep the loan from being called. The evidence at the federal criminal jury 
trial in federal court revealed a very intricate and some would say ingenious, scheme of money being moved and transferred back and forth between the synagogue 
and Postville and the Jewish school that the company set up for the workers, families and employees, and children. Using the inherent “float” in the banking system, SR 
ordered employees to kite checks back and forth with other entities and affiliated entities so as to create the perception that there was more money and the company till 
then there actually was at any given time. Perhaps most damning of all, was the evidence adduced that led to SR to order an administrative employee to have the 
company lend $4500 to foreign national employees who for known to not be properly documented and illegal so they could obtain false and fraudulent identity 
documents to present to ICE if they should raid the company which they ultimately did as earlier discussed. 
    After a month-long trial, the jury deliberated for a day and a half and returned a guilty verdict on 86 of 92 charges. Subsequently, at a sentencing hearing, US District 
Court Federal Judge handed down a 27-year sentence and ordered the Defendant  to make restitution in the amount of $27 million dollars. The bank proved that it 
sustained losses of almost $27 million as a result of the fraud and that appeared  have been the impetus for the sentence of 27 years and the order of restitution for 
$27 million.  
    The case went up on appeal to the Circuit Court of Appeals and the verdict and sentence were both affirmed by the appellate court. 
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This story impacted a lot of different people on several different levels.  Within the Jewish community, It created a substantial schism of opinion & 
philosophical bent between non-Orthodox Jews and the Orthodox Jews as it called in to play the ethics and sanctity of the time-honored Kashrut 
ritual and tradition. Likewise, the story shows prosperity and success running amok because of greed and avarice. There was a great divide of 
opinion within the town of Postville, Iowa. As a result of this regrettable saga, many people in the community, Christian and  Jewish, refused to 
believe the company, and in particular Sholom, were even guilty of any of the crimes or tortious conduct alleged because they felt that if the 
allegations ended up being true, the company would fail and ultimately the “company” town would follow. In reality, the company did not fail, but 
was ultimately bought out by an unrelated third-party but was  substantially downsized. As a result, with approximately one third (700) Jews of the 
town’s 2800 residents moving away, Postville, Iowa sustained a substantial reduction in its tax base expand experienced a local recession, but the 
town ultimately survived and is alive and well today.  

As a follow-up and side-note, I recently read an article in Fortune magazine where Pres. Trump commuted the 27- year sentence of Sholom after 
serving eight years of the sentence. Trump indicated that he thought the sentence of 27 years was excessive and so uses clemency powers to 
have him released in December 2017. It should also be noted that the patriarch of the family Aaron Rubashkin was in his early 90s at the time of 
trial and in ill health and the government dropped the charges right before the trial. 
 This article is written based upon a review of a book titled “Postville: A Clash of Cultures In Heartland” 2000, by Stephen G. Bloom. It is 
available at Amazon as well as Barnes & Noble. 
Mark A. Horowitz, Esq. In May 2008, the US Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) initiated a raid on the company that as of that time was 
the largest criminal worksite enforcement  raid in US history. As a result, 389 workers were arrested with 305 criminal charges being levied with 
297 employees ultimately being sentenced in federal court for felonious fraud related immigration offenses. While there were allegations that the 
company, and its Jewish management, were instrumental in obtaining false identities, fraudulent and/or stolen SS numbers, no such charges were 
ever levied, and the allegations were never proven. Of particular note, is the fact that of the 389 workers that were arrested and ultimately 
deported, only 6 of the workers were Jewish; the remainder were Guatemalan and Mexican. With the company reeling from a lack of labor, it tried 
to replace the lost workers with staffing companies, but the staffing companies stopped working for AGRI  because of the abhorrent & dangerous 
working conditions. 
   The ultimate undoing  of the company came about on November 14, 2008, when Sholom  was arrested by federal authorities and charged with 
bank fraud, mail and wire fraud, and money laundering. With the company continuing to experience growth as well as labor controversies, etc. it 
needed additional operating capital to remain viable. Sometime in 2005, he negotiated a $35 million operating line of revolving credit with a bank in 
St. Louis, Missouri. As the various controversies and legal issues arose in 2006, and thereafter, the bank began to get a little nervous about the 
viability of the company and its ability to repay the loan. The bank regularly required the company to submit certain reports and documentation to 
the bank so that it could closely monitor the company’s ability to repay the indebtedness. SR orchestrated and choreographed a scheme whereby 
he ordered employees to create false invoices to present to the bank, which were designed to give the bank a wrongful perception that the 
company was generating more revenue than it actually was to keep the loan from being called. The evidence at the federal criminal jury trial in 
federal court revealed a very intricate and some would say ingenious, scheme of money being moved and transferred back and forth between the 
synagogue and Postville and the Jewish school that the company set up for the workers, families and employees, and children. Using the inherent 
“float” in the banking system, SR ordered employees to kite checks back and forth with other entities and affiliated entities so as to create the 
perception that there was more money than there actually was at any given time. Perhaps most damning of all, was the evidence adduced that led 
to SR to order an administrative employee to have the company lend $4500 to foreign national employees who were known to not be properly 
documented and illegal so they could obtain false and fraudulent identity documents to present to ICE if they should raid the company which they 
ultimately did as earlier discussed. 
   After a month-long trial, the jury deliberated for a day and a half and returned a guilty verdict on 86 of 92 charges. Subsequently, at a sentencing 
hearing, US District Court Federal Judge handed down a 27-year sentence and ordered the Defendant  to make restitution in the amount of $27 
million dollars. The bank proved that it sustained losses of almost $27 million as a result of the fraud and that appeared  have been the impetus for 
the sentence of 27 years and the order of restitution for $27 million.  
   The case went up on appeal to the Circuit Court of Appeals and the verdict and sentence were both affirmed by the appellate court. 
   This story impacted a lot of different people on several different levels.  Within the Jewish community, It created a substantial schism of opinion & 
philosophical bent between non-Orthodox Jews and the Orthodox Jews as it called in to play the ethics and sanctity of the time-honored Kashrut 
ritual and tradition. Likewise, the story shows prosperity and success running amok because of greed and avarice. There was a great divide of 
opinion within the town of Postville, Iowa. As a result of this regrettable saga, many people in the community, Christian and  Jewish, refused to 
believe the company, and in particular Sholom, were even guilty of any of the crimes or tortious conduct alleged because they felt that if the 
allegations ended up being true, the company would fail and ultimately the “company” town would follow. In reality, the company did not fail, but 
was ultimately bought out by an unrelated third-party but was  substantially downsized. As a result, with approximately one third (700) Jews of the 
town’s 2800 residents moving away, Postville, Iowa sustained a substantial reduction in its tax base and experienced a local recession, but the 
town ultimately survived and is alive and well today.  
   As a follow-up and side-note, I recently read an article in Fortune magazine where Pres. Trump commuted the 27- year sentence of Sholom after 
serving eight years of the sentence. Trump indicated that he thought the sentence of 27 years was excessive and so uses clemency powers to 
have him released in December 2017. It should also be noted that the patriarch of the family Aaron Rubashkin was in his early 90s at the time of 
trial and in ill health and the government dropped the charges right before the trial. 
This article is written based upon a review of a book titled “Postville: A Clash of Cultures In Heartland” 2000, by Stephen G. Bloom. It is available at 
Amazon as well as Barnes & Noble. 

Mark A. Horowitz, Esq.



Page 11 The Shofar

Bar Mitzvah 
of 

Ian DiLeonardo
September 
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Bar Mitzvah  
of  

Edison Greenbaum 
October 19, 2018
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Member Appreciation Get Together 
October 6, 2018

  Wow!  We have some great cooks among the 
members in TBS.  On Saturday, October 6, Temple 
Beth Shalom honored their long time members and 
welcomed their new members.  This was a potluck 
affair and everything was delicious and plentiful.  
Music was delightful and provided by our own, Bob 
Morris.  Thank you Bob!  Afterwards we all enjoyed a 
moving Havdallah Service thanks to Rabbi Buchen.  
Everyone in attendance had a great time. 
  So many people helped put this together and are 
listed in no particular: Suzie Hershfield, Merle and 
Marc Nudel, Janis Albion, Sonia Norenberg, Emily 
Lowenstein, Rocky Baker, Ruthie Belkin, Marcia 
Strumwater, Robin Razowsky, Georgette Bothner, 
Connie Jo Bowman, and Fern Deutch.  Our phone 
squad helped immensely as well : Barbara Anderson, 
Belle Berman, Jill Lather Marge Gallop, and Reida 
Lipton.   
   Thanks to all of you and the participants the event 
was a huge success! 
Hugs to you all, 
Peri Pantazes. 

Bob Pantazes  
speaks with astronauts on 

the  
space station 

  When our daughter was growing up 
her friends thought that Bob must 
surely be communicating with the 
universe , or at least Mars.  Well on 
Monday, October 8, 2018 those 
friends would have been amazed to 
know that he and his Amateur Radio 
Bubbies were close.   
  The ft. Myers Amateur Radio Club, 
of which Bob is a very active  
member, set up beam antennas at the 
Allen Park Elementary School on 
Sunday.  Monday, all systems were 
“GO” for the chosen students to ask 
the i r preset quest ions o f the 
astronauts aboard the International 
Space Station.  The session lasted 16 
minutes before the ISS was no longer 
in range. 
  Allen Park School had to previously 
submit an entry to NASA and 
compete with other schools in the 
nation.  .  In all 13 schools were 
chosen, but this school was the only 
one in Florida.  Students in Ft. Myers 
had to compete to be chosen to be 
able to ask a question and worked all 
summer to write good questions to 
ask. 
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Building of the Sukkah 
September 23, 2018

Marty Burnette, Joel Barlow, 
Harvey Wolfson, 
Stuart Berman, Nate Blyveis,
Matt  Roazen. Bruce Cohen,

Photos by Robin Razowsky
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Happy Hanukkah
and

Happy New Year!
Peri & Bob 
Pantazes

May Chanukah bring you 
lots reasons to smile and 

be happy! 

Leslie and Arnie Vollmer

May you be blessed with 
Good Health, Joy and 

Happiness. 
and all the best things in 

life 

Stephanie Levine

Happy Hanukkah 
to my TBS friends 

Love and Light 

Tobi Gold
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Wishing everyone all the 
joys of this shinning 

season as we welcome 
Hanukkah once again. 

Emily Loewenstein

May good health, peace, 
prosperity and happiness and love 

to all!!

Harvey Wolfson and Joyce Orbits

Hanukkah Traditions: 
Lighting candles 

spinning the dreidel 
and eating fried foods 
Happy Hanukkah to 

everyone at TBS  

Robin and Jerry Razowsky
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Happy Hanukkah to the 
TBS Family

Best wishes for the 
sweetest New Year

Rocky and Baker

Happy Hanukkah and  
Happy New Year 

Peri and Bob Pantazes

Light Peace and Love 

Happy Hanukkah 

Suzie and Steve Hershfield

May your Hanukkah be filled 
with happiness, peace, good 
health, warm memories and 

most of all…LOVE! 

Denise & Peter Simenauer



Page 19 The Shofar

Sharon Rosenberg



  Birthdays

January 1,-
March 31,2019

Anniversaries
              

January 1-
March 31, 2019

Birthdays
January 

 Anniversaries
        February

Birthdays
                  February

Anniversaries
March 

Birthdays
                  March

Anniversaries 
    January
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James Schuster               1 
Sydell Brucker              8
Judith Roth                           9
Barry Belkin             11
Evan Matera             12
Liz Greco             14
Tobi Gold             17
Scott Brucker             18
Tracey Matera             18
Murray Robbins             19
Janice Greenberg             20
Geira Cameron             21
Abe Heitin             21
David Urban             21
May Albion             25

Nancy Swanson & Neil Marlo      2 
Jeanne & Frank Lazovick           16
Miriam & Stuart Hettleman         26
Fern & Barry Deutch                  30

Barbara Anderson  1 
Arnold Schwartz 2
Howard Leiberman 3
Marlene Einstein 4
Elaine Goldwater 4
Devora Buchen 19
Roberta Felsen 23
Marshall Greenbaum 28

Janice & Stephen Greenberg      5 
Merle & Marc Nudel     16
Belle & Stuart Berman     26
Jenny & Scott Kashman     27

Edward Dudley        1 
Nancy Blackman                     5
Miriam Hettleman                     8
Lenore Cohen       9
Marilyn Albion                    12
David Lee Hanen                                   13
Helene Glocer                     14
Marc Nudel                    14
Robin Razowsky                                  17
Jaclyn Miller                   18
Edward Becker                   19
Marcia Strumwater                   20
Jorge Glocer                   27
Rick Graff                   28
Kane Byers                   29
Skyler Kashman                                  31
Sydney Kashman                  31

           

Penelope &David Macintyre      15 
Alicia & Gary Starr             27 
Wendy & Nate Blyveis               29
Barbara & Arnold Schwartz       31
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Yahrzeit Donations 

In Memory of Rella & Mildred Silverman, 
Murray Stein 
   Gerald & Merna Stein 
In Memory of Zelda Tanenbaum, Nathan 
& Molly Tanenbaum 
   Dr. Arthur Tanenbaum & Liz Greco 
In Memory of Morris & Lena Gray 
   Arnie & Leslie Vollmer 
In Memory of Alicia Weissman 
   Alan Weissman 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

Nathan & Wendy Blyveis 
Jill Lawther 

Elections 

Barbara Anderson 
Stuart Berman 
Larry Epstein 
Peri Pantazes 
Robin Razowsky 
Arnold & Barbara Schwartz 

Miscellaneous Donations 

Nathan & Wendy Blyveis – Aliyah 
John & Mary Kensek 
Julie Phillips – Torah Study 
Leonard & Anne Stern – Sukkot Dinner 

Misheberach 

Joel & Barbara Barlow 
   To Wendy Blyveis, Irving Buchen, Fern 
Deutch, Lee Hanan 
Stuart & Belle Berman 
   To David & Penny MacIntyre, Larry 
Epstein 
Nathan & Wendy Blyveis 
   To Belle Berman, David MacIntyre 
Georgette Bothner 
   To Irving Buchen 
Barry & Fern Deutch 
   To Irving Buchen 
Elizabeth Greco 
   To Lee Hanan 
Judith Pittel 
   To Irving Buchen, David MacIntyre 
Jerry & Robin Razowsky 
   To Lee Hanan, Belle Berman, Marc 
Einstein, Jerry Ladendorf 
Sharon Rosenberg 
   To Irv Buchen, David MacIntyre, 
Stanford Levin, Lee Hanan 
Harvey Wolfson & Joyce 
   To Belle Berman 

Condolences 

To Sharon Rosenberg on the passing of Jerry 
Ladendorf 
   Stuart & Belle Berman 
   Nathan & Wendy Blyveis 
   Lenore Cohen 
   Barry & Fern Deutch 
   Marcus & Marlene Einstein 
   Mara Exposito 
   Ilana Farkas 
   Rheta Kanen 
   Arnie & Leslie Vollmer 

Mazel Tov 
  
Liz Greco 
   To the Barlows on the birth of their granddaughter 
Chloe 
Sharon Rosenberg 
   To Steve Hershfield on his 70th Birthday 

Samuel Beckerman Scholarship Fund 

Jill Lawther 
Betty Ann Beckerman 

Bronze Memorial Plaques 

Beverly Meisel 
   In Memory of Jay Meisel 
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We moved! Please note our new 
address	
		
6840	Interna.onal	Center	
Blvd.																																												www.doctorben.net	
Fort	Myers,	FL	33912	
Phone:	(239)	985-1050				Fax:	(239)	985-1060

Place your ad here. 

For information contact Robin at 312-816-3700

http://www.doctorben.net/
http://www.doctorben.net/


Temple Beth Shalom
702 SE 24th Avenue
Cape Coral, Florida 33990

Return Address Required

Winter Edition
      2018/5778


